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Admiral Gherardi shifted his flag to the cruiser on May 24th,
and the following day sailed for Port Royal, S. CL, spending
a day oil* Jacksonville, Fla., in quarterly target practice, and
arrived at his destination on the 28th; passing, after a few
days' stay, to Charleston, S. C., off which port the squadron
lay until the 8th of June. It was the first visit the commander
had ever made to this historic city, so that there was much in
the surrounding forts and defenses and the city itself to excite
attention and interest. The ravages of war had disappeared,
the eity had regained its activity, its people wrere prosperous,
happy, and unfailingly courteous in their warm and enthusias-
tic reception of the squadron's officers. Nothing was omitted
by them to make the squadron's stay delightful and memorable
in the short time spent among them.

During the passage to New York, where the squadron arrived
the 12th of June, squadron evolutions were practised while
good weather lasted, as it did for two or three days until after
Cape Hatteras was passed. After that the weather became
lowering, culminating in squally weather, accompanied by un-"
usual manifestations of electric discharges, with violent rani,
making it impossible at night to see anything except in the ter-
rific flashes of lightning. Toward morning fog settled down
over the waters, but soundings every half hour at slow speed
brought the squadron, led by the flagship, up to the Sandy
Hook lightship. Prom that point in to the anchorage off Tomp-
Mnsville was easily accomplished by a skilful New York pilot.
Beaching the anchorage about 7 A. M., the anchor was eased
dowa so noiselessly that the admiral w^as not awakened by it.
Everything was so shut out by the fog and things were so
quiet on board that when he did awake he had to inquire where
the ship was.

Two of the eight guns of the Baltimore's main battery had
been unfinished at the moment of sailing from Norfolk; hence
orders were awaiting the admiral to send the ship to Norfolk
to take them aboard. By the 22d of June this duty had been
completed and the ship was back again in New York ready to
continue her cruise along the coast to Bar Harbor, touching
en route at Portland and Bath. At both these cities the squad-
ron's arrival was an occasion of many festivities and much
